LETTER OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: SOCIAL WORK IN EUROPE

Run by the VIRCLASS project in co operation with the EUSW-TN. 
Coordination and Administration: Bergen University College in co operation with partner institutions.

For the second time this educational programme will be arranged. This time only e-learning courses will be offered. The Educational Programme offers two modules. Students can join both or just take the first one. The curriculum plan is attached to this letter. Pamphlets with information about the programme will be sent to all institutions involved in the EUSW network. We ask you kindly to make the programme known to your students and also to professional social workers in your area. 

Who can attend the educational programme?
The target group for the Programme is social work students undertaking bachelor’s programmes in their second, third or fourth year. The Programme is open to students at postgraduate levels and professionals who are interested in getting a European/international perspective on social work issues and subjects. The programme is at undergraduate level.
Economical matters

There will be no fee for students who enter the educational programme this time. This is due to project money financing the administrative costs and by the co operation among institutions participating in the project delivering teachers for the courses as well as assessors.

The Certificate will be given by Bergen University College.  

ECTS

The whole Programme leads to 15 ECTS credits
. Module 1 is worth 5 ECTS. 

In Module 2 each of the 3 themes/courses are worth 10 ECTS. We encourage all partners

institutions to offer their students recognition of the number of ECTS in their regular social
work programme.
Starts/Ends: 

Module 1 e-learning is part time study over 9 weeks and starts 16 October 2006 and ends 
18 December 2006.

Module 2  e-learning is part time study over 16 weeks and starts 23 January 2007 and ends 
12 May 2007

Application form
Students who want to apply for intake to the study programme will have to do this before the 1 Sept 2006. The application form will be available at www.virclass.net
Students have to fill in the form electronically and send it to Bergen University College by the deadline. The application form shall also be sent by mail by making a print of the electronic version and with the signature of the students and the contact person at the students home University. Necessary attachment should follow the mailed application. The mailed application has to be stamped 1 September 2006 and sent to Bergen University College,

Opptak, Postboks 7030, 5020 Bergen, Norway.

Students can expect response by e-mail the 1 October 2006. 

Admission 
Depending on the number of students who apply for the programme we might need to limit the admission by taking the following considerations: To create a best possible learning environment we would like to have a mixed international group of students, a representative target group, with good enough English language skills, a mixed gender group, recommendation by the home university and applications delivered in time. 

Contact teacher at each participating institution

Every participating institution sending students to the educational programme must have one contact teacher who will be responsible for receiving the applications and answering questions from students. The contact teacher must be well informed about the curriculum plan, and be helpful to students about relevant literature on their own language and be helpful with English language problems. The contact teacher must before the application is sent check out the student’s English language skills, both written and oral. The contact teacher must provide help for students with computer/technical problems. The list with the names of the contact persons will be presented on here
Assessment

Every module will end with an assessment. The assessment in both modules will be graded by responsible teachers for the module and an external examiner. The assessors should have the opportunity to consult contact person at the students home university about country related questions related to the assignment. The group of assessors will form a committee of assessors. 
The certificate

Students who accomplish the whole programme or single modules will receive a certificate signed by Bergen University College. 
Implementation of the educational programme in the ordinary curriculum plan

The intention with this international educational programme is to give students a possibility to increase their knowledge about different aspect of social work in other European countries. The work done to create an international curriculum plan can be viewed as a starting point for a common curriculum project, and as so should be tried implemented in the ordinary curriculum plan for social work students all over Europe. We hope that partner universities will start the necessary preparations and work that has to be done to include the educational programme as an option of choice in the ordinary curriculum plan for students at their own University.

Information and marketing

Each partner institution in the VIRCLASS and the EUSW-TN should have the responsibility to spread the information about the educational programme both to their own students but also to professionals and post graduate students. The programme should be advertised as an option on the university/institution’s web-site, journals, by information on professional seminars and conferences and by hanging up posters and handing out flyers to potential students.
Poster and pamphlets about the Educational Programme have been sent to your institution. If you need more material contact anne.larsen@hib.no
Bergen, 24.04.2006   Anne Karin Larsen (project manager)
� According to the Bologna declaration on Higher Education made by the members of the European Union all international study Programmes are to be accredited Programmes. One year full time study gives 60 ECTS credits. Students are expected to devote 25 hours of study for 1 ECTS credit.





